JULY 14, 2026
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Borough of Cape May Point was called to order by Mayor vanHeeswyk at 6:02 PM.  Mayor vanHeeswyk read the Open Public Meetings Statement and then led those present in the flag salute.  Commissioner Geiger, Mayor vanHeeswyk, and Commissioner Yunghans answered roll call.  Also in attendance:  Clerk Administrator Elaine Wallace and Solicitor Scott DeWeese.  This meeting was held electronically via ZOOM under local operation guidance from the NJDCA pursuant to P.L. 2020, c.11.

COMMISSIONERS’ DISCUSSION:
Environmental Commission Butterfly Sign: The Commissioners reviewed the sign proposed by the Environmental Commission and approved it for placement at 2 locations - one in the Circle near the horseshoe bed, and a second possibly at the rain garden at Borough Hall or in Triangle Park.  Commissioner thanked Paula Massanari and Courtney Kirberger for designing the sign.

Light-trespass Regulations: The Commissioners discussed how much they wanted to regulate.  The Planning Board suggested requiring lighting details as part of any landscape plan submitted for zoning permits because they felt general lighting regulations would be too difficult to enforce. Commissioner Yunghans thought it was already decided to require shielded lighting and downward pointing lights in landscape plans, as well as providing copies of the 5 lighting principals in the zoning application packet.  She also thought maybe there could be something added to the Peace and Good Order Chapter to prevent people from leaving lights on all night long or to possibly require timers.  The Commissioners discussed at length which details could or should be included with a landscape plan.  The points that were decided on were: 1) to require lights to be shielded, 2) to require lights to be downward facing, 3) to prohibit uplighting, 4) to include a diagram and samples of acceptable and unacceptable types of lighting.  The Commissioners decided not to address hours of operation in Peace and Good Order, but ot monitor the effects of the changes to the Zoning Chapter and education on darks skies work.  Commissioner Yunghans reminded everyone the Environmental Commission is planning a lot of education on dark skies, including hosting an event in conjunction with the Science Center on Friday, July 24th at 6 pm.

REPORTS:
Commissioner Geiger reported there were 65 police calls in June, which included an investigation for disorderly conduct, plus a radar check.  Two speeding tickets and 8 parking summonses were issued.  Code Enforcement performed 12 patrols covering 73 miles.  The violations were trash, dumpsters, bamboo, and signs.  She was pleased with how much better the Borough looks without all the sign clutter.  Ms. Geiger thanked everyone who participated in the Point’s July 4th celebrations – the bike parade, the lifeguard stand decorating contest, the water ice give-away – making it a wonderful day in Cape May Point.  She also reported the County installed new street markings and signs for pedestrian crossings at the Sunset and Seagrove/Stevens intersection which should improve safety for everyone.  Lastly, she announced the county library offers free delivery service to cardholders of anything carried by the library.  There are already 2 people in Cape May Point who use the service.

Mayor vanHeeswyk reported the Borough received another clean audit, and she thanked the employees in her department for the incredible work they do.  Commissioner was glad to see the auditors make minor suggestions, but don’t have any formal recommendations.

Commissioner Yunghans report can be found at the end of the minutes.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS:  None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
May 26, 2026
	Motion: vanHeeswyk, Geiger
	Roll call: all in favor
ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION/PUBLICATION: 
12-2026	An Ordinance Amending Chapter 109 “Litter; Maintenance of Property” of the Code of the Borough of cape May Point
Second reading, public hearing, and consideration to adopt: July 28, 2026 at 12 pm
	Motion: vanHeeswyk, Yunghans
	Roll call: all in favor
RESOLUTIONS:
91-26	Approval to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the New Jersey Department of Transportation for South Lake and East Lake Drives Resurfacing Improvements
	Motion: Yunghans, vanHeeswyk
	Roll call: all in favor
92-26	Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Contract Renewing Membership in the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund
	Motion: vanHeeswyk, Geiger
	Roll call: all in favor
93-26	Authorization to Accept the Audit for 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk189820999]	Motion: vanHeeswyk, Yunghans
	Roll call: all in favor
94-26	Monarch and Pollinator Awareness Month – July 2026
	Motion: Yunghans, vanHeeswyk
	Roll call: all in favor
95-26	Approval of Bill List
	Motion: vanHeeswyk, Geiger
	Roll call: all in favor
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING: 
11-2026	An Ordinance Amending Chapter 113 “Nuisances, Public Health” of the Code of the Borough of Cape May Point
	Motion to open public hearing: vanHeeswyk, Geiger
	Roll call: all in favor
Rich Johnson asked what removal or containment would mean specifically and whether it would extend to neighboring properties.  Commissioner Geiger explained it would depend on an individual situation.  And as long as there is bamboo, there will be a responsibility to contain or remove it.  Solicitor DeWeese explained the ordinance doesn’t specify how the remediation or removal has to be done, but the accepted industry standard should be used and there would be a continuing obligation to remediate.

When no one else wished to speak, the public hearing was closed.
	Motion to adopt: vanHeeswyk, Yunghans
	Roll call: all in favor
PUBLIC PORTION:
Touhey Myer asked if any progress was made on the trash receptacle draft with regard to the use of the word impossible.  Clerk Wallace advised the word impractical was used in the introduced ordinance and would allow Code Enforcement discretion based on the facts of each case.

Cathy Stambaugh thanked all the members of the community, as well as the Commissioners and Kelly Redington, who have supported and helped with the Veterans Memorial Park.  She hoped to be able to raise additional funds beyond the original estimate based on the engineering estimate of the project costs.

When no one else wished to speak, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 pm on motion of Mayor vanHeeswyk, seconded by Commissioner Geiger. 

Respectfully submitted,				Accepted:

												
Elaine L. Wallace, RMC, CMR			Commissioner Geiger
Municipal Clerk
												
							Mayor vanHeeswyk

												
							Commissioner Yunghans 






Public Works Report
July 14, 2026

Maintain beach entrances, gardens, usual mowing and chipping

Alert regarding the drought – The New Jersey Drought status has coastal south Jersey at 9 weeks of extremely dry conditions (which is the highest level) placing us at a warning level for drinking water supply.  Cape May City, where we get our drinking water, has requested conservation.  So, we are in turn requesting that residents are mindful about watering lawns and gardens.  This means requesting every property using public water for irrigation to kindly cut back to 2-3 times per week to help conserve water.

Update on Veteran’s Memorial Park: 
· Fundraising continues, current amount in the VMP Trust is $46,095 in addition to the $33,000 commitment from the CMPTP for a current total of $79,095.  Thank you to the over 120 individuals who have already donated.  We welcome more contributions!
· As discussed previously, we hope to apply for a Cape May County Open Space grant and in preparation, I have read the updated grant guidelines.  The Open Space Board takes applications on a rolling basis.  We hope to request a 50/50 grant match.
· As specified in the grant guidelines, our Engineer completed a cost analysis back in January 2026 estimating an approximate project cost of $200,000. The guidelines further require – among other things - a final design, final detailed engineers cost estimate, any permitting needed, RFP/Bid process, construction schedule, a plan for on-going site maintenance and signage acknowledging the County partnership. 
· At the end of this summer, Public Works and I will meet with the Veterans Memorial committee to review the design, assess the finances to date and determine next steps.  After this meeting, I will come back to the Commissioners with an update and request Mayor vanHeeswick’s consultation on the finances and Commissioner Geiger’s consultation on any related public safety issues.
· Note that the Cape May Open Space Board strongly encourages a Pre-Project Consultation with their Planning Department before any application submission.

Reminder:  The CMP Environmental Commission in collaboration with the CMP Arts & Science Center is sponsoring a Dark Skies presentation on Friday, July 24th at 6:30 PM.  It is a free presentation at the Arts & Science Center and everyone is welcome!  The speaker is Jim Webster, an amateur astronomer and astrophotographer from New Jersey, who is a member of the Astronomical Society of the Toms River Area and its current president.  He is co-chair for DarkSky New Jersey, which he started a few years ago, to educate and help New Jersey understand and correct the problems associated with light pollution.  Afterwards, the Arts & Science Center will hold a ticketed Stargazing event with an astrophysicist at 8:30 pm.
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